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Dan: Livia, when we met to think about themes for 
these conversations you mentioned 'present space.' 
What did you mean by this? 

Livia: I'd been thinking about the future as a 
space, but the focus has moved to the 
present. Because of lockdown, the cancellation 
of our degree show and the precarity of the times, 
everything feels dictated by the question: where 
are you at right now? 

Dan: We should start with exactly that question then! 
You've been forced to relocate your studios and, in 
some cases, your living spaces too. Where are you 

each making paintings at the moment and how is that 
specific space affecting your work? 

Sophie: Just before the UK lockdown was announced, 
I quickly made the decision to move back to my home 
in Devon. This meant that I had to adapt my Falmouth 
studio space into a new domestic environment as I 
soon realised that the only place for me to work was in 
the annexe of the kitchen. Mum recently redid this

room, which meant I've been conscious of making mess 
in it. In Falmouth I make large-scale colour spill paintings, 
using big, gestural marks. The kitchen has restricted 
this method of working. It's caused my paintings to 
down-scale. Being overly careful has also made it 
difficult for chance events to happen in them, which is 
normally key to the work. 

Dan: The kitchen is a space synonymous with spills 
and stains; the consequence of preparing food, 
washing, eating ... In working within this space, has a 
connection arisen in your thinking between the artful, 
aesthetically considered stain and one that is a 

biproduct of day-to-day living? 
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